
British
Standards
Institute
At long last revisions are under
way for both BS 747: 2000,
Reinforced bitumen sheets for
roofing and the Code of Practice
BS 8217: 1994, Built-up felt
roofing.

BS 747: 2000 The revised BS 747,
will set levels of performance for
bituminous roofing sheets for
materials tested to the forthcoming
European norm. The advent of CE
marking will mean that all products
will be tested to the same standard
but national criteria will be required
in order to give designers guidance
as to what levels of performance
they need to look for in a product
when designing a construction
within each EEC member state.
There is a risk that this approach
could lead to a form of protectionism
but the reality is that performance
requirements do vary from country
to country especially when one
considers the vast difference in
climate between Sweden, north of
the arctic circle, and those countries
bordering the Mediterranean Sea!
One difficulty committee members
are grappling with, is to reconcile
the harmonised test methods which
apply to each individual membrane
when, in practice, roofs often
comprise two or more layers
bonded together.

BS 8217: 1994 The current Code of
Practice, BS 8217: 1994 applies
solely to the installation of products
described in BS 747. The new Code
will cover design, installation,
workmanship and maintenance for
the whole range of bituminous sheet
roofing including oxidised bitumen,
SBS and APP polymer modified
membranes. It will encompass all
current laying techniques: hot and
cold bitumen, torching, mechanical
fastening as well as self-
adhesive/heat activated
membranes. It is likely to be the
death knell for insulated cold deck
roofs over heated buildings.
Failure of such a construction, due
to inadequate ventilation levels
beneath the deck, is the major
reason for the poor image of
bituminous-based roofing and its
demise comes not a moment 
too soon.
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Rock Asphalte have ordered
over 35,000 m2 of Axter’s
B3A Plus under asphalte
membrane as part of their
FLEXIPHALTE TRIPLE
PROTECTION system for the
Bull Ring development in
central Birmingham. The
project comprises roofs over
some of the centre’s most
prestigious stores including
the futuristic ‘out of London’
store for Selfridges and a
large Debenhams. Architects
Chapman Taylor are working
with main contractor 
Sir Robert McAlpine on this
design and build project
which is due to be officially
opened in September 2003.
Rock Asphalte’s work is due
to finish in August 2002.

Bold, imaginative architecture
waterproofed by Axter

garden products,
adjustable paving supports and
STYRODUR® extruded polystyrene
insulation. The roof slab was laid to falls
and roofing contractor Midland Felt Roofing
from Oxford used laser levelling techniques
to ensure that the concrete paving slabs
were level.
The whole effect is particularly pleasing and
Axter Managing Director John Medlock’s
only regret was that the client decided not
to proceed with the external, human scale
chessboard, which had been pencilled by
the architect on the original plans.

Since then the Left Bank restaurant and
banqueting centre close to the historic
old bridge over the River Severn, has
been featured as one of a number of
case studies in a new English Heritage
publication illustrating how modern
architecture can enhance and enrich
historic towns. Michael Taylor, Historic
Area Advisor for English Heritage,
said “the site of the left bank is
integral to a key view of the city and it
was a tremendous challenge to find a
fitting design. The resultant architecture
achieves this in a bold imaginative way.
It repairs the townscape in a corner of
Hereford that was previously run down,
complementing and adding value to
the setting.” 
The flat roof features a series of
terraces with both hard surfacing and
green roof areas. Axter was able to
provide a complete solution for all the
roofs by using a combination of the
protected membrane system FORCE
4000 DALLE and its EXCELFLOR roof

Axter came to the rescue when construction of ‘one of Hereford’s
most prestigious modern developments’ faltered due to the
complexity of the design and unsuitability of originally specified
materials. 
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Over 40,000 visitors made
their way to the NEC between
14th and 17th March for the
National Homebuilding and
Renovation Show. Styrodur®

Insulation, an Axter
subsidiary, were represented
as part of the Basement
Development Group’s stand
and Product Manager David
Wright felt, after the four days,
as though he had spoken with

every one of those 40,000
visitors! With land prices at a
premium, interest in adding
basements to both new and
existing properties is growing
fast and Styrodur® Insulation
were showing not only Axter’s
FORCE 4000 Traffic
waterproofing membrane but
also the use of Styrodur®

3035 CS as external perimeter
insulation.

The latest revision of Part L to
the Building Regulations calls
for higher thermal insulation
standards for walls and floors in
direct contact with the ground. 
Styrodur® C is ideal for these
applications as it has high
compressive strength and 
does not absorb water.



Literature
Axter’s new simplified literature has
won plaudits from contractors and
specifiers alike for its simple yet
comprehensive approach. Roofing
manufacturers’ literature, and Axter
was not alone in this regard, has
tended to be highly complicated
making it extremely difficult for a
designer to decide what is right for his
building. The new literature, launched
last year at the prestigious Media
Centre at Lord’s cricket ground, shows
in clear pictorial form four of Axter’s
most popular systems giving, in a
simplified form, both sufficient
technical data for a designer to see
how the roof is put together as well as
an indication of the aesthetic effect.
Copies of the literature are freely
available from Axter Ltd.

Sales Administrator
A big welcome to Hannah Firkins who has
joined the Axter sales team as Sales
Administrator in place of Isabelle Thierry who
has returned to France and who is now working
as part of the buying team with Technical and
Research Director, Michel Drouilly. Hannah is
looking forward to getting out and meeting with
people who, for the present, she only knows
through their voice on the telephone.

for six of its roofing systems.
Factory Mutual’s fire performance
test outperforms European
requirements and Axter are proud to
announce that 5 of the 6 achieve the
highest classification ‘A’ on slopes
< 4.2% (1:24) and one, TOPMETAL a
two layer mechanically fastened
system with an aluminium outer
skin, achieves it on slopes up to
41.7% (1:2.4). Factory Mutual
engineer Peter Battrick was
impressed by the way that factory
quality control procedures were
obviously working documents not
just bits of paper filled in for form’s
sake!

benefit from Axter Ltd’s HYPERFIX
secret fix roofing system.  
HYPERFIX has all the advantages of
mechanically fastened single-ply
roofing except that the fastenings
are not visible on the under surface
of the metal decking. More details
will be available in a future issue of
AXT’Grind.

Mick Benson is working for
specialist roofing contractor
Rogerson Group (Roofing) Ltd on
Taylor Woodrow’s construction of a
new supermarket for Tesco in the
shadow of St. Mary’s Church at
Beverley, Yorkshire. Following
successful use in France and Spain
this is the first project in the UK to

Highest fire
classification for
Axter membranes
Having spent nearly £40,000 on a
rigorous test programme Axter has
achieved Factory Mutual approval

Protected 
Membrane 
Roofing
Axter can rightly claim to be the
No.1 specialist when it comes to
fully bonded protected membrane
(inverted) roof systems; whether it
be with the single layer polymer
modified membrane FORCE
DALLE or with the aluminium
surfaced B3A Plus as part of the
Flexiphalte Triple Protection
system developed in conjunction
with Rock Asphalte Limited.
Flexiphalte Triple Protection will be
featured in a future edition of
AXT’Grind but shown above is a
schematic of the FORCE DALLE
system.

Protection can be paving slabs,
paviers, intensive or extensive
green roofs, gravel, mastic asphalt,
mosaic, ceramic or promenade tiles
or, for vehicular traffic, hot or cold
rolled macadam.

HYPERFIX for a hyper store!

ROGERSON GROUP (ROOFING) RELIES 
ON AXTER FOR MATERIAL BENEFITS
Rogerson Group (Roofing) Ltd’s excellent
working relationship with Axter has seen the
leading UK roofing and cladding contractor
employ the company’s products on a wide range
of installations.
Leeds based Rogerson Group (Roofing) has, in
the past year, used Axter products on projects at
the new Tesco supermarket in Seacroft, Leeds,
the fantastic PRINTWORKS entertainment
complex in Manchester, the futuristic 

National Space
Science Centre
in Leicester and the
historic Royal Baths
in Harrogate, North
Yorkshire.
Rogerson Group
(Roofing) Ltd has
earned the respect of
customers and
clients for over 100

years as a roofing and cladding contractor
dedicated to carrying out roofing work to the
highest standard, including British Nuclear
Fuels, Toyota and Centre Parcs leisure
complexes.
It is actively involved with the Roofing Industry
Alliance, backing the RIA’s commitment to
achieving greater client confidence when using
Quality Assured and Assessed Companies and
was one of the first contractors to be officially
‘Hallmarked’.

Bob Beattie,
Managing Director of
Rogerson Group
(Roofing) Ltd, said:
“We have established
an excellent
relationship with
Axter, which has
allowed us to employ
the latest roofing
material technology

and knowledge when we are proposing roofing
designs and solutions to clients.”
Bob added: “Like in any industry technology is
developing and changing all the time and
Rogerson Group (Roofing) is keen to stay at the
forefront of the industry whether its with
materials, training or IT and strong links with
companies like Axter are integral to that
philosophy.”

The PRINTWORKS complex project in
Manchester where AXTER FORCE DALLE

Protected Membrane Roofing was installed
by Rogerson Group Roofing (Limited)

FORCE DALLE

F O C U S O N

� System is 
fully adhered 
meaning that, in the 
event of mechanical damage,
water cannot track to enter the
building far from the source of
the leak.

� Fast track, simple, robust and
well proven system.

� Can be laid flat on float
finished concrete removing the
need for site applied screeds.

Recent projects where FORCE
DALLE has been used include the
architectural practice N Grimshaw
designed National Space Science
Centre at Leicester and the RHKL
designed PRINTWORKS
entertainment complex in
Manchester. FORCE DALLE has
really shown its worth on the
PRINTWORKS where it stood up to
all the abuse thrown at it by
following trades. Both of these
projects incorporated BASF’s
STYRODUR® extruded polystyrene
insulation which is now distributed
in the UK by Axter subsidiary
Styrodur® Insulation.


